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s el time of your
again when | owish all
members  the  compli-
monts of the season. This
has been 2 seccessful
your for the Vietmam
Veterans Associanion of
Australia (VVAA) and |
hope all members felt
that way with their hives
and are lookmg forwasd
10 an  cven beter year
ahead

We must all remaan positive and coatines 10 achicve
outcomes o smproved lifestyles

Since the last edition of Debelef there was an election
that saw both a new Minister for Veteran Affairs, The
Hon. Warren Ssowdoa MP and the opposition spokes-
person Senutor Michoe! Romakdson appointed. 1 have
had mectings with both 10 deaw their sienbion %0 ous
current issues. Not in order of prionity | raised the mat-
ter of proper mdesation of DFRDBDFRBF & Com-
Super, Erosion of Desabdity Pension s findings of
the vanous reviews that are being or have been under-
taken Among those are the review of Pharmsiceuticals,
HESTTIP DVA Funded Advocacy Services and Mili-
tary Rehabilitation Compensation Act. | emphasised
that this assocation was anxsous 1o see results from
these reviews and was comcerned in fact that we de-
mand that the assoclation is consulted in any changes
10 services ctc that arise s o result of these reviews.

In the last week of October T was inviled 10 participate
m & two day Think Tank convened by the Centre for
Mikitary and Veteran Health (CMVH). The event sub-
et was “Readjustment to “Noemmal™ How can DVA
and Defence Help”. It all revolved around what ase the
ro-adjustment challenges facing serviag members and
their families, how do they find the programs and ser-
vices available, and what are the gaps. To assist in the
pancl discusssons and workshops around all this along
with a few ESOs were personngd from CMVHL servike
providers, Defence and DVA. Another group were 2
Bantalion Comumander and RSM, Resenvist all from
Army, two Officers from the RAAF and two from the
RAN, They were 10 assist m panel discussion around
retaiming people in service. As well injuredimpasred
sorving members were also in altendance to dentify
their experience and asssst with finding gaps. These
pancl discussions were very interesting and went on for
over half the first day

After those workshops there was 2 keynote address
LTCOL (Dr) Rakesh Jetly on & Canadian perspective
on adjustment issues, whint the current strategics are in
deabing with them, and what the challenges are

He obvsousty spoke on the Canadian experieace from
therr. ke Australia’s, problemws from operational
termpo. Further discussson pamels concluded day one

Day tao reviewed the work and then considered the
owlcomes. The most important isswes were noted. Fur-

ther working parties developed strategies for impeoving
adyustment support as it related 1o the issaes.

The main findig was that although Defence has a de-
compecssson perod after a deployment becsuse of the
operational tempo the service person does not return o
normal because of the expectation of the next deploy -
way to a postiom decided to be a “new normal”
CMVH will write a paper for Defence on the autcomes
from this forem.

It & plessing o see that these research bodies like the
CMVH acknowledge the input this association can
have in the sauations now beisg experienced by the
young servicepersons of today, S0 we continue 10 have
influence and work hard w0 services 10 our
consttucnts and  those serving mow, Along with thn
we are becoming the poimt of comtact for the younger
gencration in assisting them with clams.

For those on the road who may be mavelling near Phil-
Lip Iskand | recommend that you take the time to call in
at the National Vietnam Museum. The changes there
really show why it has wom tounsm awands.
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