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ANZAC Day and football 

The first ANZAC Day commemorations took 
place in Australia, New Zealand, England and 
Egypt on April 25, 1916, one year after the 
initial landings at Gallipoli.  

During 1916, April 25 was officially named 
“ANZAC Day” by the Australian government. 

In 1995, the inaugural ANZAC Day match between 
Collingwood and Essendon was played at the MCG. 



ANZAC Day, footy, Asia 

ANZAC Day and footy have a growing tradition 
in Asia. 

Last year, the Vietnam Swans were invited to 
play in the Thailand Tigers’ 6th ANZAC Day 
Match in Kanchanaburi, Thailand - in front of 
three ex POWs. 

The venue of the match was 5kms from the Kanchanaburi War Cemetery; 
and 50kms from WWII’s infamous Hellfire Pass on the Burma Death Railway. 



Statistics re the Vietnam / American War 
1964 - 1975 

Vietnam – Approx 1 million combatants and 4 million civilians killed 
US – 2.7million served, 58,261 killed, 303,000 wounded 

Australia - 60,000 served, 521 killed, 3,000 wounded 
NZ – 57 killed, 212 wounded 



But  would it be appropriate for the Vietnam Swans to 
host an ANZAC Day footy match? 



Two black arm-bands; one 
bright future 

The Vietnam Swans want to: 

•  Acknowledge and respect the sacrifices by all countries between 1964 and 1975 
•  Draw attention to the vibrancy and life of Vietnam in 2010 
•  Thank our Vietnamese hosts for warmly welcoming us to their country 



Fri, 23 April – Visiting 
Orphanages in Vung Tau 

Giving small presents and time at the Vung Tau Orphanage 



Fri, 23 April – and to the big 
kids 

Footy, soccer – all good! 



Sat 24 April – Nui Dat Tour 

• Nui Dat was the Australian Operational Base 
during the War. 

• Dan Kindness explains all. 
• Duong Van Manh (statue) was the Vietnamese 

hero who discovered how to disarm the booby-
trapped Australian landmines – which would then 
be replanted for use against the Australian 
soldiers. 



Saturday, 24 April 2010 
The Inaugural Vietnam Swans’ 

ANZAC Friendship Match  



Heritage Round 
ANZAC Friendship Match 

Hanoi Hawks Vs Saigon Saints* 

* Saigon Saints as a special “one off”, got to wear the Sydney Swans jumper… 



The Crowd of 400 at the Vung 
Tau Dog Track 



Welcome Address by Vietnam Swans’ 
National President, Phil Johns 

Dear Players and Visitors to the Vietnam Swans Inaugural ANZAC 
Friendship Match, Vung Tau. 

In Australia, Australian Rules Footy is very closely aligned with ANZAC Day 
- the anniversary of that terrible dawn back in 1915 when the ANZACs 
landed on the beaches of Gallipoli. In Asia this weekend, ANZAC footy 
matches are being played, in nine countries, in memory of Australia's and 
New Zealand's fallen.  

This year, for the first time, Vietnam will host an ANZAC match, played 
between the Hanoi Hawks and Saigon Saints. Commemorating ANZAC 
Day in this place will have particular significance for those of us fortunate 
enough to be here today: we will be reminded first hand that wars end long 
before the pain and suffering they cause - to all involved.  

The Vietnam Swans is just an Aussie Rules Club made up of ordinary people from different backgrounds who are 
living in an extraordinary country. We are humbled by the generosity shown to us by those who have so warmly 
welcomed us into their country, and we share together our sorrow and mutual respect for the sacrifices of our 
peoples.  

While we are daunted by the prospect of hosting our first ANZAC Friendship match, we are strengthened by the 
knowledge that sport is a formidable force in building relationships. The Vietnam Swans hope that this match will 
help build the ever strengthening friendship between two friends: Australia and Vietnam.  

Have a great day and enjoy the footy in Vietnam!  



The Australian Ambassador 

The Australian Ambassador, Allaster Cox, welcomes the crowd and 
invites all to observe a minute’s silence 



National anthems… 

The Vietnamese children got scared and didn’t sing the Vietnamese National Anthem. 
The NZ Anthem didn’t happen. And now, MC, Matty Townsend contemplates breaking 
the news to the Hawks and Saints that they shall sing the Australian National Anthem 
without the benefit of music! 



Veterans take Match Ball to 
middle of Ground 

The previous month, Mike 
Warren, Community Relations 
Manager for the Hawthorn 
Football Club, had presented 
the match ball to Swannie, Phil 
Murphy, back in Australia. 

The Match Ball, supplied by Hawthorn, was 
taken to the middle of the ground by 
Veterans Kevin McMillan (centre left) and 
John Brown (centre right). They are 
escorted by Hawks coach, Willy (L) and 
Saints coach, Josh (R). 



Game on! 



Half time’s “Little League” 



2nd Half 



Hanoi Hawks by a point! 

          Hanoi Hawks      Saigon Saints 
Q1  5.0. 30                           1.1. 7 
Q2  7.2. 44                              4.4. 28 
Q3  8.2. 50                           5.6. 36 
Q4  10.3.63                           9.8.  62 



5 Years of Service 

Recognition for 5 years of 
active service to the Vietnam 
Swans. L to R: 

•  Dave Kainey 
•  Mick Francis 
•  Mark “Willy” Williams 
•  Mick Johnston 

Absent 

•  Potsy 
•  Travis Fennell 
•  Scotty Stacey 



The presentation and 
celebration 

The Consul General, Graeme Swift, 
presents the ANZAC Friendship 
Trophy to the Hanoi Hawks’, Stanno. 

Stanno holds the trophy aloft with 
President Willy – before the team 
celebrates. 



How good it is! 



Long Tan, ANZAC Day, 2010 



The Dawn Service 
Sunday, 25 April, 2010 

The Australian Embassy estimated 450 attendees in 2009; and 650 attendees in 2010 



“It looks just like it did on 18 
August, 1966” 



The Battle of Long Tan 

“The Battle of Long Tan was fought between the Australian 
Army and Viet Cong forces in a rubber plantation near the 
village of Long Tần, about twenty seven kilometres north 
east of Vung Tau, South Vietnam on 18 August 1966. 

“It is arguably the most famous battle fought by the 
Australian Army during the Vietnam War.” Wikipedia 



ANZAC Day afternoon - 
watching the Match live from 

the MCG 

In 1970, Australians watched black & white footage from Vietnam on their 
TV sets. 

In 2010, the Vietnam Swans watched colour footage of the Collingwood 
Vs Essendon ANZAC DAY Match, live from the MCG, at Tommy’s Bar, 
Vung Tau.  



Raising money to save lives 

•  On 14 March 2010, 
Essendon’s Gary 
O’Donnell and 
Collingwood’s Nathan 
Buckley joined a Vietnam 
Swans footy clinic in 
Saigon. 

•  Nathan and Gary 
autographed a footy and 
Gary donated a jumper 
autographed by Essendon 
Captain, Jobe Watson. 

•  The Vietnam Swans auctioned these items, and a Swannies kit, during the 
telecast of the Collingwood-Essendon ANZAC match at Tommy’s Bar in Vung Tau 

•  VND19.5million (approx USD1,028 or AUD1,213 on 29 May 2010) was raised for 
swimming lessons for the Hoi An Children’s Swimming Program 



Drownings in Vietnam 
40 children per day 

The money raised on ANZAC Day has been donated to the Hoi An (central Vietnam) 
Children’s Swimming Program. Program Manager, Jo Stewart explains: 

the earlier we can teach them, the less 
risk they have of drowning.  
We can also offer lessons to children in 
more rural areas, which also tend to be 
the higher risk areas. 
In addition it means that the attendance 
rate is higher so the children's 
swimming skills are better at the end of 
the program.  And last, but certainly not 
least, the children are safe on their way 
to and from class.  

The money is being used to pay for transport to enable us to bring children to the swimming pool. 
I want you all to understand what a huge positive impact this has. The area of Hoi An is extremely 
spread out. 
In order to come to swim class, some of the children have to travel up to 15km by bicycle. Having 
transport means that this year we can open up the lessons to younger children, and obviously, 



Tommy’s Bar raises USD $750 

•  On Match Day, Tommy’s Bar raised VND14.14 
million (approx USD745) at the ground with raffles, 
donations and support from San Miguel. 

•  The money was donated to the Ngoc Duc Pagoda 
and Orphanage on 26 March 2010 (see photo). 

•  The money will contribute towards the continued 
running of the orphanage and school, as well as, 
the building of a new school and dormitory. 

•  An additional VND 7 million was 
also raised on the Sunday during 
the telecast of the ANZAC Day 
match which was donated to the 
Local Peoples Orphanage 



Tommy’s Bar sports new look 

•  Last year, Vietnam Swan, Adam Baird met 
North Melbourne Great, Glen Archer, at 
Tommy’s Bar on ANZAC Day. 

•  If Glen returns, he will now see a Hanoi 
Hawks and Vietnam Swans jumper on the 
wall from the 2010 Inaugural ANZAC 
Friendship Match. 



Aussie Rules played during 
Vietnam War 

Two weeks after the ANZAC Friendship 
Match, Stan Middleton left a comment on 
the Vietnam Swans website (see 
http://vietnamswans.com/2010/05/13/
aussie-rules-during-the-vietnam-war/ ): 

“I served in Vung Tau in 1967-68. A full scale 
Aussies Rules Competition between (seven) 
Australian units was conducted (twice a year). 
The Competition commenced in either 1966 or 
1967 and I believe went through to 1971. 

“Our 1968 group has a reunion every two years based around our Aussie Rules Footy team. 
We have many footy photos (see 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/aodcurator/sets/72157615047181580/ ). 

“We initially played all our games where the Greyhound Racing Track is now in Vung Tau 
(which was the venue for the Vietnam Swans inaugural ANZAC Friendship match). We 
played 14 a side because of the ground being a soccer ground…” 



Thank you 

The number of Swans and non Swans who chipped in to make this event a 
success was magnificent. People everywhere offered ideas and actions. 

Specifically, we would like to thank our Vietnamese hosts, the owners of the Vung 
Tau Dog Track, the Vietnam Veterans, Dan Kindness (Swannie and Warrant 
Officer, Australian Embassy) and Glenn Nolan (Tommy’s Bar, Vung Tau). 

Thank you to these people and to everyone else who actively contributed and 
supported this special event. 



Looking ahead 

• The Vietnam Swans would like to build 
on the success of our inaugural ANZAC 

Friendship match and make it an annual 
event. 

•  It is expected that we shall invite an 
international team in 2011. 



www.vietnamswans.com ; vietnamswans@gmail.com 

For Hoi An Childrens’  Swimming Program: 

www.vietnamtriathlon.com/home-
learntoswimprogram.html.   

www.picasaweb.google.com/vietnamswans 
For photos of 2010 ANZAC weekend: 

http://vietnamswans.com/2010/05/13/aussie-
rules-during-the-vietnam-war/  

For photos of footy during the War: 

For further information: 

Two black armbands; one bright future. 


