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FRONT COVER
Vietnam Football League 
Premiership Cup.
Thanks to Ron Vernon

The Weekend’s Schedule
Thursday 24th April

7pm - Bus leaves Commbank HCMC for Vung Tau
Arrives approx. 8:30pm
($15 includes bus to ANZAC Dawn Service at Long Tan Cross 
Bookings via vietnamswans.com/online-shop)

Friday 25th April

4am – Bus departs Tommy’s Bar to Long Tan Cross for Dawn Service
6am – Arrive back at Tommy’s for Gun-Fire Breakfast 
7:30am – Battlefield Tour (Nui Dat) leaving Tommy’s 
($40 – bookings email nolanglenn@yahoo.com.au)
10:30am – Bombers Vs Magpies ANZAC Clash Live from Melbourne
7pm – Bus Leaves Commbank HCMC 
Arrives approx. 8:30pm
($10 - Bookings via vietnamswans.com/online-shop)

Saturday 26th April

11am – The Spotted Cow Cup - Mixed Modified Rules. 
This is a game played in the spirit of friendship and fun with limited 
contact. Male  and Females of all abilities are invited to participate. 
Simply make yourself known  to an official at the ground. 

12noon – The Commonwealth Bank Plate – Full AFL Match
Legends Vs All Stars – to register your interest today contact 
mjinvietnam@yahoo.com.au

2:00 – Pre-match speeches and National Anthems

2:15 – 5th  Annual ANZAC Friendship Match 
Vietnam Swans Vs Malaysian Warriors

7pm – Annual McMillan Dinner 
Middleton Address – Alex Jesaulenko
Imperial Hotel 159 Thùy Vân, Thắng Tam. 
($60 – Bookings vietnamswans.com/online-shop)

Sunday 27th April

8am –Bus leaves to HCMC
12am – Bus leaves to HCMC



John McAnulty
Australian Consul General, HCMC

Dear Swannies Supporters, I would like 
to welcome you to the 5thTau. It is my 
honour to be involved in an event that 
celebrates the close relationship between 

Australia and Vietnam. 

This week Australians paused to remember the 
sacrifices made by their compatriots – from the 
beaches of Gallipoli to the fields of Northern 
France, from Tobruk to Kokoda and in Korea and 
Vietnam and in more recent theatres in East Timor, 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Friday’s Dawn Service was 
an opportunity to show our respect to the fallen, 
reflect on the tragedy of war and the selfless service 
of the many, many thousands of men and women 
who have served to defend and promote the 
institutions and values which are the foundation of 
our societies. 

More veterans are returning to Vietnam each year 
to commemorate the service of their friends and 
colleagues and contribute to strengthening the 
friendship between our two countries. I especially 
welcome them here today. I also would like to
acknowledge the veteran and non-veteran 
community who reside in and around Vung Tau, 
many of whom are doing tremendous work to help 
others in the area.

This event is a wonderful example of the generosity 
of the Australian community in Vietnam in regards 
to helping those less fortunate. Today’s event will 
raise money for Swim Vietnam and the Vung Tau 
Orphanage. I encourage each of you to consider 
how you might make your own contribution to 
these worthwhile organisations. 

I’d also like to welcome the Malaysian Warriors 
to Vietnam and thank them for accepting the 
invitation to take part in this special event. 

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to the Vietnam 
Swans and their supporters throughout the country. 
Your efforts to grow this ANZAC Friendship 
Weekend into the celebration, and commemoration, 
that the occasion deserves are truly appreciated. 

I wish today’s event every success and I look 
forward to next year’s ANZAC Friendship Match 
which will coincide with the 100th Annual ANZAC 
Friendship Weekend in Vung  commemoration of 
ANZAC day.

John McAnulty
HCMC, Vietnam
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Josh Lee
President of the Vietnam Swans

Sitting down to write this article, I realize 
that in a few weeks we will be pausing 
to commemorate the 99th anniversary 
of the Gallipoli landing. Arguably, this 

event more than any other has helped shape the 
Australian spirit and the bond we share with our 
Kiwi neighbors. However, as I look at the date 
something else completely unexpected dawns on 
me. Ironically, today (as I write) exactly 15 years 
ago, is when I embarked on my own military 
service. 

Enlisting into the Army on the 9th of April, 1999 
as a ‘wet behind the ears’ 17 year old, I’m not 
completely sure how much I knew or probably even 
cared about the Sprit of the ANZACs (I was never a 
good student!) and while my personal experience is 
very different from many of you attending today’s 
game, over the next few years I come to learn much 
about the value of mateship and what it meant 
to be a ‘Digger’. This, without doubt, has shaped 
my appreciation of all who served before me and 
continue to serve today. It is for this reason that I’m 
so absolutely humbled to be welcoming you to the 
5th Annual ANZAC Friendship Match.  

ANZAC Day is a time of reflection. A moment 
to thank those who have and continue to make 
sacrifices so we can enjoy the life we do. But just as 

importantly, it is also a time that we can celebrate 
the here and now and look forward to the future. 
The ANZAC Friendship Match, is more than just a 
football game, it is about bringing people together. 
It is about connecting the vastly different worlds of 
past and present Vietnam. It’s about reuniting old 
friends and providing the perfect chance to make 
new ones. Maybe most importantly, it is about 
showcasing the strong friendship that Australia 
and Vietnam share. With that in mind, I extend a 
special welcome to our Vietnamese friends, players 
and supporters and thank-you for welcoming all of 
us with your famous smiles and hospitality. I have 
no doubt that anyone visiting Vietnam for the first 
time will leave in love with this beautiful country.

 Today will see players from no less than seven 
different countries taking part in three different 
games including, for the first time, a match with 
female players This is yet another example of how 
the ANZAC Friendship Match is about bringing 
people together no matter what our backgrounds 
and celebrating the friendships that we now share. 

On behalf of the entire Vietnam Swans community, 
I welcome the Malaysian Warriors and thank 
them for all their efforts in promoting the prestige 
of the day which is undoubtedly enhanced by 
the presence of AFL Hall of Fame Legend, Alex 
Jesaulenko. Alex has been a fantastic supporter of 

Welcomes & Messages

Above: A much younger and beardless Josh Lee during his time in the service in East Timor.



the Swans for a number of years now and to have a 
man of his status delivering the Middleton Address 
is truly a privilege.      

The ANZAC Friendship Match also serves as a 
fundraiser for two partner charities of the Vietnam 
Swans. Gate takings, and money raised through 
the auction of various items at tonight’s McMillan 
Dinner will be used to support Vietnamese children 
through the Swim Vietnam program and the Vung 
Tau orphanage. We are all very grateful for the 
donations (and bids!) that we continue to receive 
from all over the world. 

I know that for many today will not be their first 
ANZAC Friendship Match. It is your continued 
contributions that have helped grow this weekend 
into the significant event it is and for this, we 
thank you. For those who are experiencing it for 
the first time, we hope you come to understand 
and appreciate the spirit in which it is held and 
return again in the future. Finally, thank-you to all 
the sponsors, volunteers, players and supporters. 
Your efforts in organising and contributing to this 
this weekend are massive and without them today 
simply wouldn’t happen. 
 

So as I’m taken back 15 years to reminisce as to 
how the events of then somehow lead me to today, 
I have no doubt that this weekend will see many 
of you thinking about your own circumstances 45-
odd years ago. I hope that the ANZAC Friendship 
Match serves as reminder of just how far our 
countries have come, how powerful the spirit of 
friendship can be and how bright the future looks 
when we work together and help our mates out – 
no matter where they are from. 

Over the past 5 years this match has grown to 
mean more than many ever expected and, looking 
to the future, we hope it continues grow in both 
prestige and impact. But most of all, we hope that 
each and ever year it continues to bring more and 
more friends together. And just maybe, in another 
45 years a whole new generation of players might 
will themselves here talking about classic games of 
1967-71 or even 2014! 

Go Swannies

Joshua Lee
National President 
Vietnam Swans. 



Welcomes & Messages

Greetings on the behalf of the Malaysian 
Warriors!

It’s a privilege to be involved in today’s match on 
this Anzac day weekend which, by far, is the most
coordinated day of the year for footy in Asia. 
Between games against Army teams, in-country 
grudge matches, and international friendlies, it’s 
a hugely significant weekend for AFL in Asia, as 
well as back home. For the Warriors, it’s an honour 
to be involved with an event in a place with such 
historical significance for all Australians.

The Warriors have a growing relationship with 
the Vietnam Swans. We toured HCMC last year, 
and by all reports they put on a cracker of a show. 
As a club we’re always keen to promote the sport 
(which usually means touring as much as possible!) 
and the Swans have backed that sentiment up by 
making the trip across to KL to return the favour 
once again. Good stuff all round!

Anzac Day is obviously a special day for all 
Australians, but starts to mean a little more so when
you move away from your homeland, and it makes 
you start to think about what being Australian
actually means. Now there’s plenty of clichés that 
could follow that sentence, but in all honesty I feel 
one of the most important attributes of our culture... 
is football. I’m not even sure that it really matters as 
to which code.

Shaun ‘Digger’ Di Gregoio
President of the Malaysian Warriors

Funny to think that we’re not the only ones that 
feel that way. I only recently learned about the 
existence of the Vietnamese Football League, and 
it’s interesting to think that one of the first priorities 
of the blokes stationed here was to set up a footy 
comp. 

Think about it. You’re thousands of miles from 
home, in a foreign culture, taking part in something
that you don’t quite understand. You’re acutely 
aware that much of what is happening around you 
is completely out of your hands. So how do you 
relax? How do you feel like you’re back at home 
again?

Football.
Just like what we’re doing.
Time passes, but some things never change. 
See you on the turf!

Shaun ‘Digger’ Di Gregoio
President, Malaysian Warriors



Phil Johns
President of AFL ASIA

Commemorative ANZAC Matches in Asia 
make a difference On the morning of 
the Vietnam Swans’ Inaugural ANZAC 
Friendship Match, 24 April 2010, Vietnam 

Veterans Kevin McMillan and John Brown, together 
with Dan Kindness and Glenn Nolan took 120 of us 
on a Battlefields Tour.

We stood silently in front of the Long Tan Cross. 
Collectively, we looked through the rubber trees in 
the plantation and tried to imagine 18 August 1966. 
Kevin reflected out loud, “It looks just like it did”.

This year it doesn’t. As part of the normal 15-
20 year production cycle for rubber, the trees 
were harvested three weeks ago leaving a void 
punctuated by a red path leading to the Cross. Time 
has marched on since 1966 and that which has been 
there most recently, has become another chapter of
history.

As a new generation of trees and people grow up, 
the role of the ANZAC Friendship Match becomes 
an increasingly important catalyst for bringing 
people, stories and histories together; sharing 
knowledge; understanding, empathy and respect – 
and a platform to view the world of 2014 with fresh 
eyes.

In August last year, Shane Lawson from the 
Malaysian Warriors said that he was coming to 
Vietnam for this year’s ANZAC Friendship Match. 
“My Dad’s a Vet - and he said he’s never returning 
to Vietnam. I’ve got eight months to work on him.” 
It turns out that Shane’s Dad, Matthew, won’t make 
the trip. But someone else’s Dad will.

AFL Asia is hosting multiple matches to 
commemorate ANZAC Day across South East Asia 
today. The matches are being played at some of 
the most significant places written into Australia’s 
military history:

• Thailand Tigers Vs Pakistan Markhors, 
Kanchanaburi (near HellfirePass), Thailand;

• Borneo Bears Vs Indonesian Garudas, 
Balikpapan, Borneo;

• Vietnam Swans Vs Malaysian Warriors, Vung 
Tau, Vietnam; and

• Cambodian Eagles Vs Jakarta Bintangs, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Asia’s first commemorative ANZAC Match was 
hosted by the Thailand Tigers. Since 2004, this 
amazing match has been played in Kanchanaburi, 
in the shadow of World War II’s infamous Hellfire 
Pass on the Burma Railway. The Swannies received 
an invitation to attend in 2009.

Patrick Stringer is a Swannie. His late father had 
been a POW on that horrific railway line. Until that 
football match, Patrick didn’t believe he had his 
father’s permission to visit Hellfire Pass. The trigger 
for change was a footy match; the Thailand Tiger’s 
ANZAC Match.

AFL Asia’s commemorative ANZAC matches are 
telling and writing significant stories.

 More broadly, there are lots of great footy stories 
coming out of AFL Asia which comprises 22 footy  
clubs and stretches from Timor Leste in the south to 
Beijing in the north; and the Philippines in the east 
to Pakistan in the west.

The Pakistan Markhors make their debut this 
ANZAC weekend. For the first time, the Indonesian 

Garudas, will play in the AFL’s “Nationals only” 
International Cup (IC) in August. Other Nationals 
teams from Asia to play in the IC are: Timor Leste, 
Japan, China, India and Japan. 

A host of other events are scheduled across Asia in 
2014 including our “Grand Final”, the15th Annual

Asian Championships. The Champs will be played 
in the Philippines on 11 October.

Not only is footy in the fastest growing region in 
the world great fun, it’s also significant.

26 April 2014



Dave McMillan
The McMillan Dinner, named after the late Kevin McMillan, is held after the 
ANZAC Friendship Match. Below, Kev’s son, Dave, reflects.

As another ANZAC day is upon us, 
Kevin would have been immensely 
proud of just how far the ANZAC 
weekend in Vung Tau has come. As 

a long term supporter of the Swannies, to see the 
weekend’s events become one of the highlights of 
Vung Tau’s social calendar would have given him 
great joy. Kevin was extremely proud to have the 
gala dinner named in his honour. 

Whilst he would never admit it, I knew, as his son, 
the amount of effort he put in to giving back to the 
Vung Tau community. He was like any veteran 
living in Vietnam - he had an incredible affinity 
with the country, enjoyed the laid back nature of the 
place and loved the camaraderie he shared with his 
mates whilst living there.

The ANZAC weekend is going from strength to 
strength, and on behalf of the McMillan family, we
are privileged not only to have Dad’s name 
associated with such a prestigious event, but we are 
also humbled that the Swannies thought enough of 
him to immortalise his name in doing so.

Dave McMillan
Canberra, Australia

Welcomes & Messages

The McMillan Dinner was previously held at the 
Petro Hotel, overlooking the Vung Tau Dog Track.
Insert image: Kevin McMillan and Dave.
photo:asiaimages





1. What is “ANZAC Day”?
ANZAC Day is a national day of remembrance 
in Australia and New Zealand that broadly 
commemorates all Australians and New Zealanders 
“who served and died in all wars, conflicts, and 
peacekeeping operations” and “the contribution 
and suffering of all those who have served”.

2. Why is ANZAC Day commemorated on 25 April 
each year?
25 April is the anniversary of when members of 
the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 
(ANZAC) landed on the beaches of Gallipoli 
(Ottoman Empire (Turkey)) in 1915. The ANZACs 
were met with fierce resistance from the Ottoman 
Army and suffered heavy casualties.

3. What is the history of the ANZAC Friendship 
Match?
In 2009, the Vietnam Swans were invited to play in 
the Thailand Tigers’ 2009 Commemorative ANZAC 
Match in Kanchanaburi which is near World War 
II’s infamous Thai Burma Railway.

The following year, 2010, the Vietnam Swans played 
the inaugural ANZAC Friendship Match. Players 
were divided into two teams that were named 

after previous playing clubs, the Hanoi Hawks and 
Saigon Saints.

The ANZAC Friendship Match was designed to:

Thank our hosts, the Vietnamese Government 
and Vietnamese people for warmly and 
generously welcoming us into their country 

Encourage emotionally wounded people from 
abroad to return and experience the New World 
of Vietnam

Learn from those who have been here 40 years 
before us

Show those from abroad, through our eyes, what 
an amazing country Vietnam is to live and work 
in today

Focus attention on the number of children 
drowning in this country (more children die 
from drowning than road accidents)

Raise money for local causes supporting the 
future, the kids, via Swim Vietnam and the Vung 
Tau Orphanage.

The 2014 ANZAC Friendship Match FAQs



4. Why do players wear two Black Armbands?
This is the ANZAC Friendship Match. It is about 
bringing people together. It’s about recognizing 
that in times of war, people on all sides suffer.

We who live here in Vietnam are very grateful 
for this privilege.

Typically, only one armband is worn to 
commemorate the loss of life. By having all 
players, from all teams, in all matches wearing 
two black armbands, it becomes very clear that 
we are explicitly recognizing the losses suffered 
by all.

In every photo taken on the day, every player 
will be wearing two black armbands. This is the 
ANZAC Friendship Match.

5. What is the Vietnam Football League (VFL)?
In 1966, Private John Heaney was given the call: 
organize a game of Aussie Rules Football – or 
face detention for a minor disciplinary issue. He 
chose the latter!

The following year, 1967, a full scale competition 
was organized between the various Australian 
units based in Vung Tau.

The competition, known as the VFL (Vietnam 
Football League) ran until 1971. There were two 
premiership seasons played most years.

6. What is the Lord Mayor’s Oval?
Most of the Vietnam Football League’s games 
were played at Lam Son Stadium which is now 
the Vung Tau Greyhound Racing Track – and 
home of the ANZAC Friendship Match.
This is the same oval that the diggers used to 
play on but they fondly referred to Lam Son as 
the Lord Mayor’s Oval.

7. Who is Stan Middleton?
In 2010, the Vietnam Swans were very aware 
that footy had been played by Australian diggers 
during the War – but we had been unsuccessful 
in tracking down any of the players or any detail 
of its history.

So we went ahead and played our Inaugural 
ANZAC Friendship Match on 24 April 2010.
Then, just two weeks later, on 10 May 2014, a 
guy named Stan Middleton left a comment on 
the Swans’ website:

“I served in Vung Tau in 1967-68. A full scale 
Aussies Rules Competition between Australian 
units was conducted (twice a year). The Competition 
commenced in either 1966 or 1967 and I believe went 
through to 1971.”

It turned out that Stan had albums of photos, 
historical documents, contacts – and we were away. 
The Vietnam Swans had played our Inaugural 
ANZAC Friendship Match just two weeks earlier 
– but, suddenly, we had more than 40 years’ of 
incredibly rich history!

8. What is the McMillan Dinner?
In 2010 and 2011, we enjoyed cracking post match 
functions. But they were the same type of events 
as every other post match event we have during a 
standard year.

But this was a post ANZAC Friendship Match 
function. It needed to be different. And it needed a 
name.

The Vietnam Swans in 2012 named the function the 
McMillan Dinner. It was named in honour of Kevin 
“Kev” McMillan.

Kev did two tours of Vietnam: one from 1969-1970 
with the 6th Battalion Royal Australian Army 
Regiment and the second from 1970-1971 with the 
Australian Army Training Team Vietnam.

Some years later, Kev returned to Vietnam in 
Vung Tau where he married Le. They now have 
two children. Together with long time friend, 
Peter Taylor, they played a key role in forming 
the Vietnam Veterans and Friends Charity. They 
renovated the Da Bak School and raised $40,000 
to put in new toilets and classrooms for the new 
school at the end of the Luscombe airfield strip at 
Nui Dat.

Glenn Nolan at the time said that Kev is “a man 
that gave Australia two years of his life and has 
come back and helped to rebuild a country he 
fought in. But it’s in a true ANZAC tradition. They 
may have been foe but are now friends and this, 
Kev, has proven.”

Kev was a passionate rugby man who loved to 
mock the southerners’ “aerial ping pong”. But 
while he didn’t care about the footy per se, this 
rugby man was passionate about what the ANZAC 
Friendship Match represented.



It’s always hardest to start something and Kev 
was there at the very beginning of the ANZAC 
Friendship Match in 2010.

Unfortunately, Kev was not able to be at the 
Inaugural McMillan Dinner on 21 April 2012. He 
was in Australia being treated for cancer. Stephen 
Drummond film the night for him, however. The 
footage was uploaded onto You Tube and Kev was 
able to watch it from his hospital bed which he 
loved greatly.

Ten days later, Kev passed away, “chuffed” that the 
McMillan Dinner had been named in his honour.

9. What is the Middleton Address?
If the ANZAC Friendship Match is about bringing 
people together, then, that’s what the McMillan 
Dinner needed to do.

For that to happen, the McMillan Dinner needed 
a signature event. Given the footy happens on the 
weekend adjacent to ANZAC Day, it is reasonable 
to expect that there will potentially be some 
amazing speakers over the coming years. And so 
we needed to build a spot for a keynote speaker.
And that spot was to become known as the 
Middleton Address in honour of Stan Middleton.
We didn’t name it after Stan because of what he did 
or didn’t do in Vietnam – on or off the footy field.
The ANZAC Friendship Match is about bringing 
people together – and that is exactly what Stan has 
done.

Within two weeks of our first footy match, Stan 
had found us and reached out; offering to help 
and to share his library of photos, contacts etc. He 
has continued to work tirelessly to help spread 
the word and has also been heavily involved with 
Water Safety Vietnam which also aims to teach 
children to swim.

The inaugural speaker of the Middleton Address 
in 2012 was Peter Taylor, Kev McMillan’s best 
mate.
Last year, Stan himself delivered the Middleton 
Address.

10. What is the Peter Badcoe Club?
The Peter Badcoe Club was a rest and recreation 
club for diggers during the war. The Imperial 
Hotel, where the McMillan Dinner will be held, 
stands on the site of the Peter Badcoe Club.

Major Peter Badcoe VC served in the Vietnam 
War and is the last South Australian to be 
awarded the Victoria Cross – the military’s 
highest honour for bravery.

Since 2004, AFL Club, Port Adelaide has 
presented the Peter Badcoe VC Medal to the best 
player on the ground as part of ANZAC Round.

11. Where do proceeds from the ANZAC 
Friendship Match go?
The ANZAC Friendship Match’s tagline is 
“Honouring lost lives; saving young lives”.
We remember and acknowledge the past and 
then, while we have everyone’s attention, we 
offer them a way forward to make a positive 
difference.

Children are the future of Vietnam and with 
more children dying from drowning than road 
accidents, money raised will be donated to Swim 
Vietnam and Water Safety Vietnam. In addition, 
we also support the Vung Tau Orphanage. All 
proceeds from gate takings at the ground and 
raffles, less direct expenses, will be donated.



Alex Jesalenko
AFL Legend

Who is Alex Jesaulenko?
Alex Jesaulenko will deliver this year’s Middleton 
Address at the McMillan Dinner on Saturday night 
after the Anzac Friendship Match. It’s an absolute 
privilege to welcome living legend of the AFL to 
Vietnam to be part of the weekend.

Born in Austria in 1945, he migrated to Australia 
and became one of the greatest ever AFL footballers 
to have ever played.

He played 279 games for Carlton and St Kilda in the 
Victorian Football League (VFL) from the 1960s to 
the 1980s.

He is an official Legend of the Australian Football 
Hall of Fame and immortalised his reputation in the 
game by taking the Mark of the Century in the 1970 
VFL Grand Final in front of 120,000 spectators.

Career highlights

• Carlton premierships 1968, 1970, 1972

• Carlton premiership captain-coach 1979

• Carlton leading goalkicker 1969–1971

• Carlton captain 1974–1976, 1978–1979

• John Nicholls Medal 1975

• St Kilda captain 1981

• All-Australian team 1969, 1972

• AFL Team of the Century

• Carlton Team of the Century

• Australian Football Hall of Fame inductee 1996, 
Official Legend in 2008



Luke ‘Duksey’ Creamer
Ex-Swannies Captain and Legend of Asian Football

P 
eople often compare the battles 
that are waged on a football field to 
the experience of a soldier at war. I 
personally don’t think that is an accurate 

comparison, or one that should be made. There are 
some positive comparisons that can be drawn in 
terms of mateship and camaraderie formed through 
a bonding experience. Yes... But football is fun and 
performed by choice; the consequences are not life 
or death. Many Australian Vietnam veterans and 
war veteran’s world wide didn’t have a choice as 
to whether they would serve or not, and each day 
of their service could have been their last. This I 
cannot even imagine. So it is an absolute honor 
that I was able to take part in an event that allowed 
me to pay tribute to the soldiers that fought, and 
mourn the unfortunate lives lost of all nationalities 
in the Vietnam  War through the annual Vietnam 
Swans Anzac Friendship Match in Vung Tau.

To play an Anzac Day game for the Vietnam Swans 
on the Vung Tau Dog track (formerly known as 
Lord Mayors Oval) is one of the most memorable 
and significant moments of my sporting life. I was 
lucky enough to play in three Anzac Day games (vs. 
the Hong Kong Dragons, China Reds and Jakarta 
Bintangs.) The magnitude of the event increased 
as the years passed, I will never forget my first 
Anzac Day game in Vung Tau and one of the main 
reasons was the amazingly interesting battle field 
tour I took guided by the late Kevin McMillan. The 

Anzac Day event in Vung Tau has got bigger and 
better and to a quote the great man himself (Phil 
Johns) its more MEGA AWESOME each and every 
year! So much so that the beautiful Vietnamese port 
side town of Vung Tau is no longer referred to as 
Vung Tau by the Swannies, its taken on the name 
VUNG WOW! All jokes aside, the significance and 
sacredness of this event and the oval itself, and 
the rich history I am now aware of are recognized 
through this event.

It has been so pleasing to see the crowds grow each 
year and the stands fill up at the Vung Tau dog 
track whilst I’ve been sweating it out on the oval! 
It was especially great to see more tour groups 
stopping by. Thanks to ex dog track stars (Vietnam 
Vets) like Dick Johnson, Stan Middleton and Ron 
Vernon. Many of the travellers on these tours are 
returning to Vietnam for the first time since fighting 
in the war here.  Finding a place that is markedly 
different to the one they left years before. It also 
goes without saying that Vietnam would hold very 
different memories for those heroes to the ones I 
formed during my time there.

I look back on my time living in Vietnam with great 
fondness. What a privilege it was to live in such an 
amazing country.  There are too many memorable 
trips and warm and friendly Vietnamese friends 
and faces that I will never forget that made my 
experience life changing and unforgettable. I feel 
like the four years I lived in Vietnam made me see 



life and the world differently and I encourage 
anyone that has the opportunity to live there, or 
at the very least travel there, to do just that!

A major reason why my experience of living in 
Vietnam was so positive was the camaraderie 
and interaction I had formed by becoming a 
Vietnam Swans footballer. It still astounds me 
that I was able to play AFL football with a great 
group of blokes, not just Australians, but people 
from all over the world and share the game that 
I have played since a little tacker with guys that 
have only just picked up a Sherrin late in their 
20’s, 30’s and sometimes even ‘more mature’ 
later years! We all endured the same highs and 
celebrations and equally low moments and 
commiserations together.

Something that was always at the back of my 
mind and in my thoughts whist living my life in 
Vietnam was the radically different experience 
of Vietnam my late father had when serving 
his country in the Vietnam War. Mark Creamer 
was called up for service from a farm in North 
Eastern Victoria, Australia to serve in Vietnam. 
He never really talked about his time in Vietnam 

at any length when I was a kid, all I knew was 
that he was a Signals man and he was stationed at 
the Nui Dat base.  One thing I did know, that he 
mentioned more than once was that the best part 
of his war years was when the big red kangaroo 
Qantas plane touched down back in Australia at the 
end of his time!

So as I’ve mentioned previously , my memories of 
Vietnam were nothing but fond. I can’t even begin 
to imagine what vastly different memories my 
father formed whilst walking on similar ground. I 
can only think how lucky I was to live in a peaceful 
Vietnam, and I suppose I have to in some small way 
thank my Dad for this. 

I would like to conclude by saying, I hope the 
Malaysian Warriors enjoy their day and relish 
the opportunity to be a part of something truly 
special and significant to the ANZAC tradition and 
Vietnam. Finally, to the mighty Swannies, enjoy 
your day, play hard and wear the jumper proudly. 
I hope you, like me, will never forget days such as 
these.

Honk! Honk! Dukesy





Year team formed: 2003
National Coach: Andy Glendinning
National Captain(s): Billy Crang (Saigon), Dave ‘SOS’ 
(Hanoi)
National President: Josh Lee
Spiritual Advisor: Fabbo
No. of Asian Champs competed: 7
Best Finish in the Champs: 4th

Brief Club History: The Hanoi Swans began playing 
footy in Hanoi back in 2003. In 2007, the Club went 
national forming a base in Saigon. Reflecting the 
“One country; one club” principle, the name was 
changed to the Vietnam Swans and the same year, 
we made our inaugural appearance at the Asian 
Championships.

In 2011, we made it through to the semi finals of 
the Champs - where we were trounced by eventual 
premiers, the Singapore Wombats. Last year the club 
endured something of an exodus with around 15 of the 
clubs key players leaving within a 1-2 month period. 
The last hurrah of the ‘old guard’ was at the Manila 
Cup where we missed the final by an after the siren 
kick to eventual winners the Philippine Eagles. Since 
then the green shouts have been sprouting and after a 
difficult Asian Championships with 2 wins and 2 losses 
and 
missing a Semi Finals berth the ‘new guard’ were able 
to defend the Indochina cup in Phnom Penh.

As well as playing teams from Asia, the Vietnam 
Swans actively encourage matches against clubs from 
further afield. An absolute highlight is the Phoenix 
Cup Perpetual Trophy which has been played on four 
separate occasions against visiting ships from the 
Royal Australian Navy (RAN). The Southern Dragons, 
a sister club of the Vietnam Swans, is based in 
Melbourne and comprises many players of Vietnamese 
origin, the Dragons toured Vietnam for the second time 
in 2013. 

However, it is the ANZAC Friendship Match that 
has become the Vietnam Swans’ signature event. It 
was first played in 2010 between Hanoi and Saigon 
(Hanoi won by a point). Since then we have played 
internationals against the Hong Kong Dragons and 
China Reds for two hard earned victories and a 
disappointing loss to the Jakarta Bintangs last year. 
Now the event’s 5th year, the level of interest in the 
ANZAC Friendship Match has grown enormously, 
especially back in Australia and in the Veterans’ 
community.
 
Off the field, the Swannies continue to work hard on 
building our credentials in the local community. We 
actively promote and raise funds to support Swim 
Vietnam, an organisation that strives to reduce the 
number of drownings in Vietnam. In Vietnam, more 
children die from drowning than road accidents. We 
also actively support the Vung Tau Orphanage which 
is putting love back into the lives of less fortunate 
children.

VIETNAM SWANS



Vietnam Swans
Coach: Andy Glendenning
Captain: Bill Crang

Adrian SEAL
Andy GLENDINNING
Andy MARR
Angus MCEWIN
Ben LyNCH
Bill CRANG
Damian JuDD
Dan MORRISON
Danial HOPKINS
David SKOWRONSKI
James BAIRSTOW
James TEAGuE
John REDMOND
John SHOuLDERS
Josh DALEy
Josh LEE
Kevin HORNBLOWER
Luke POTTS
Mark STENNETT
Mitch HyDE
Natham MILNER
Nick SHIELLS
Scott RADFORD
Sean MILNER
Tim BuRDEu
Tim CLEMENTS
Travis FALLEN
Trent DAVIES
Tuan NHAN

Malaysian Warriors
Coaches: Corey Weekes & Joshua Welsh
Tour Captain: Shane Lawson

Alex MCLAWS
Andy KNIGHT
Ben SIMPSON
Chris BRAGGINS
Corey WEEKES
Geoff MCLAWS
Geoff MILBOuRNE
Guy HANBy
James DRuMMOND
James WORLAND
Jarrod PATTERSON
Josh WELSH
Karl SMITH
Kevin SuDLOW
Kurt STOCKS
Lee BEASLEy
Matty HARRISON
Mitchell BOOKER
Paul (Phils Mate)
Paul MILBOuRNE
Paul OWEN
Peter WOODS
Phil LEE
Sarges Dad
Shane LAWSON
Shaun DI GREGORIO
Will THORPE

2014 ANZAC FRIENDSHIP MATCH
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VIETNAM SWANS MALAYSIAN WARRIORS



Year team formed: 1992
National Coaches: Corey ‘Days’ Weekes and Joshua 
‘Woosha’ Welsh
National Captain(s): Nathanael Buma (absent) Shane 
Lawson (playing, but absent)
National President: Shaun ‘Digger’ Di Gregorio
Club Mascot: Jimmy ‘Dribbles’ Drummond
No. of Asian Champs competed: Probably heaps
Best Finish in the Champs: 3rd
Best Recent Result: Won 2012 Manila Cup. 
Won the first official Home and Away Season of the 
East Asia AFL League (now AFL Asia).
undefeated in post-match boat races.

Brief Club History: The Malaysian Warriors Australian 
Rules Football Club (MWAFC) was founded in the late 
1980’s by Aussie Expats working and living in Kuala 
Lumpur, who carried with them, a love of the “Great 
Game”. The MWAFC was initially known as the MARK 
Tigers (Malaysian Australian Rules Kelab) and the 
team recorded their first win in August 1994 against 
the RAAF in Butterworth, Penang.

Between 1993 and 1997 the club became consistent 
contenders on and off the field in Asia. Games were 
mainly played against the RAAF in Penang, the 
Singapore Wombats and the Jakarta Bintangs. 

The name change came in 2000 along with a 
rejuvenation of the club, as the economic crisis in 
Asia  had left the player contingent in a shambles. The 

challenge to go hunting for new recruits and again 
rebuild was taken up by Mark “Werns” Werner, Jason 
“Stealth Bomber” Winter, David “Whitey” White and 
Paul “Macca” McCalman.

Since then, the club has continued to grow in strength 
and the Malaysian Warriors have carved out a 
reputation for their fierce grit and determination to 
establish a very strong position as one of the  most 
formidable tribes in the region.

The success of the Malaysian Warriors, as for any 
club in the region, would not be possible without  the 
generous support of its sponsors who help maintain 
that the club and the Asian Australian Rules Football 
League continues to go from strength to strength.

MALAYSIAN WARRIORS

“Every Man Lives, 
But Not Every Man 
Becomes a Warrior”
Past coach and Ex-Essendon star, 
Geoff Blethyn



publicaccountants.org.au



Chào mừng đến với Bóng đá Úc Australian 
Football League (Giải Bóng Đá Úc) xin gửi lời 
chào mừng chân thành đến  mọi người đến từ 
tất cả các nền văn hóa. Trò chơi Bóng Đá Úc 
gồm tất cả các nền văn hóa và mang các gia 
đình, cầu thủ, trọng tài và các cổ động viên 
đến với nhau. Chúng tôi làm hướng dẫn này 
nhằm hỗ trợ quý vị với những yếu tố thiết yếu 
của trò chơi.

CÁC ĐỘI: Trò chơi gồm 2 đội với 22 cầu thủ mỗi 
đội, có 18 cầu thủ của một đội ở trên sân tại cùng 
một thời điểm. Trò chơi bắt đầu khi siren (tiếng còi) 
vang lên và field umpire (trọng tài chính) tâng quả 
bóng ở giữa sân. Bóng cũng được tâng ở giữa sân 
để bắt đầu mỗi hiệp và sau mỗi bàn thắng. 

THỜI GIAN: Trận đấu chia thành bốn hiệp mỗi 
hiệp 20 phút, thời gian bù giờ và các đội đổi bên 
sau mỗi hiệp. Các đội cố gắng giành lấy bóng, chạy, 
sút và handball vào khung thành ở cuối sân đối 
diện. Các cầu thủ có thể chạy với bóng miễn là họ 
tâng bóng mỗi 15 mét một lần. 

DI CHUYỂN BÓNG: Các cầu thủ có thể chuyền 
bóng cho nhau bằng cách sút hoặc handball.

Handball là giữ bóng bằng một tay và bàn tay còn 
lại nắm lại để đánh bóng. Nếu cầu thủ có thể mark 
quả bóng (bắt lấy bóng từ cú sút bóng ở cách xa tối 
thiểu là 15 mét miễn là bóng chưa chạm đất hoặc 
chạm vào cầu thủ khác) thì cầu thủ đó được quyền 
set kick và đối phương không được quyền cản phá 
cho đến khi cầu thủ này sút xong.

CẢN PHÁ: Cầu thủ có thể giành được bóng bằng 
cách cản phá đối phương. Cản phá hợp lệ là giữ 
chặt đối phương đang có bóng dưới vai và trên gối. 
Cầu thủ không được phép đẩy đối phương ở phía 
sau khi cản phá và cầu thủ bị cản phá phải xử lý 
bóng trong thời gian hợp lý (một hoặc hai giây). 
Cầu thủ bị cản phá không hợp lệ sẽ được thưởng 
quả đá phạt trực tiếp. Trong một số tình huống 
khi mark hoặc được đá phạt trực tiếp thì đội đối 
phương cũng sẽ bị phạt 50 mét nếu cầu thủ cố tình 
kéo dài thời gian hoặc xúc phạm trọng tài. 

TÍNH ĐIỂM: Mục đích của trò chơi là ghi bàn. 
Điều này có nghĩa là sút bóng qua giữa hai cột cao 
bên trong (cột bàn thắng) sẽ ghi được sáu điểm. 
Nếu bóng đi vào giữa cột bàn thắng và cột nhỏ hơn 
phía ngoài (cột biên) thì sẽ ghi được một behind 
(bằng một điểm). 

Khi đọc hoặc ghi điểm, bàn thắng sẽ được tính 
trước, kế đến là behinds và cuối cùng là tổng số 
điểm. Ví dụ 10 bàn thắng và 6 behinds sẽ được tổng 
số điểm là 66 và được viết là 10.6 (66). Đội nào có 
tổng số bàn thắng và behinds cao nhất khi kết thúc 
sẽ là đội thắng.

Cần thêm thông tin? 
www.vietnamswans.com
www.facebook.com/TheVietnamSwans

CHào MừNG ĐếN vớI BÓNG ĐÁ ÚC





Vietnam Vet, Vung Tau Orphanage backer and key 
supporter of the Anzac Friendship Match Ron Vernon 
recently made a welcome discovery.  His 1967 VFL 
premiership won in the first season of the VFL on the 
Lord Mayors Oval (today’s dog track)! 

The forgotten trophies discovery provides another link 
between today’s friendship match and the VFL matches 
played in starkly contrasting yet similar circumstances 
all those years ago.

As Ron explains, “during my 12 month posting in 
Vietnam with the RAAF in 1967 I played Aussie Rules 
in an inter-service competition which was played on 

a Sunday at the Lord Mayors Oval in Vung Tau.  Our 
after game barbecues and drinks at Back Beach were 
enjoyed by all and the game was relived over and over 
with the truth stretching to great lengths.

We didn’t train together regularly and were a very 
mixed group of players coached by our Padre.  We did 
however win the first premiership in 1967 but after that 
the others took a more serious view of the competition 
and I don’t believe the RAAF won again.  We were all 
presented with a trophy to keep and it was a real thrill 
to discover mine in a recent expedition into the dark 
depths of the sideboard.”

How Ron Vernon re-discovered his 1967 VFL 
Premiership Trophy

Above: Ron and Ailsa Vernon, holding the 1967 VFL Premiership Trophy.

Football match in 1967
photo supplied by Peter Carthew





HONOURING THE PAST: Aussie Rules Grand Final Oct 1968 at Vung Tau. 
Photo: John Kalnins 2AOD

The Aussie Rules footy competition (Vietnam 
Football League) was formed within 12 months of 
the Australian Base (1st Australian Logistic Support 
Group) being established in the sand hills on the 
Back Beach of Vung Tau in early 1966 (it wasn’t the 
beautiful place it is now!) The base was closed down 
six years later in March 1972 when the last of the 
Australian soldiers returned home. Football was last 
played in 1971.

Footy first commenced in Vung Tau when one 
digger (Private John Heaney, a “Nasho” from 1 
Transport Platoon RAASC) was in trouble with his 
Commanding Officer. The CO gave him an option 
(actually, two options): organize a game of Aussie 
Rules Footy or face detention or other penalties! 
John (who now lives in Geelong) thought about it 

for a second and chose the first option! Thus the first 
game of Aussie Rules footy was played in Vung Tau 
during the latter part of 1966.

A full scale competition was then organized between 
the various Australian units based in Vung Tau. It 
commenced in 1967 and ended in 1971. There 
were two premiership seasons played most years. 
The competition was known as the VFL (Vietnam 
Football League)!

In the early days of the VFL, most games were 
played at what is now known as “San Van Dong 
Lam Son” Stadium (now with a Greyhound Racing 
Track). Unbelievably, this is same venue that the 
annual ANZAC Friendship Match is now played. 

OFFICIAL HISTORY 
OF THE VFL 
(VIETNAM FOOTBALL LEAGUE) 
1966 to 1971
By Stan Middleton

1967



In the early days, the ground was fondly known as 
The Lord Mayor’s Oval by the Australian diggers! 
As it was a soccer ground, games were played with 
14 a side when playing there. No forward or back 
flanks! Other games were played at the Military 
Academy (also a soccer field) and later on at a much 
larger ground near the Vung Tau Airbase.

In 1967, the first of the two premierships was won 
by the RAAF. Ron Vernon who with his wife Ailsa 
spends considerable time each year in Vung Tau 
helping with Orphanages run by My Huong at Vung 
Tau and Long Hai was a member of that team. A 
very strong 2 Composite Ordnance Depot team was 
decimated before the finals when most of their star 
players went on strike and did not play in the finals! 
I have no idea what the dispute was about! 

The second season in 1967 was won by 5 Company 
RAASC (Service Corp). Terry Holden (who I knew 
his family in Stawell, Victoria) and a close friend 
of Swannies’ President Phil was a member of that 
premiership team.

In 1968, both Premierships were won by a brilliant 
Ordnance team 2AOD (2nd Advanced Ordnance 
Depot). On each occasion they defeated 17 
Construction Squadron. Led by their outstanding 
captain Bob McKenna, the late Tommy Perks, Micky 
Miller, Dick Johnston, Kevin Judge (cousin of Ken, 
former Hawthorn player and coach of Hawthorn 
and West Coast), Steve Costelow, George Soumilas, 
John Meehan (brother of Simon, ex St Kilda) and

1968



many other excellent footballers. The coach was 
Merv Rudd. The footballers from those teams have 
been the focal point of reunions held every two years 
since 1998. Laurie Chick (brother of former Carlton 
Vice Captain, John Chick) also played in some of 
these games.

The first of the 1969 premierships was won by 17 
Construction Squadron (Engineers). 2AOD’s run 
came to an end in the preliminary final or, more 
so the night before that final, when all their star 
players in the team ignored Captain, John Meehan’s 
instructions to keep off the grog before the big game! 
A number of 2AODs diggers had their send off 
party (before returning to Australia) on that night. 
Everyone got “blind” except John! John Meehan 
is now the Senior Pension Officer at Noble Park 
RSL. Those who know John would have been very 
impressed with his self discipline on that occasion 
(or more so shocked)!

In the second season of 1969, 2AOD returned to 
the winner’s list but not without a brutal struggle 
against 17 Construction Squadron. 2AOD’s Captain 

was Wayne Closter (former Geelong star). In the 
other team was a brilliant but tough Aboriginal 
footballer, Glenn James. Glenn later became a very 
popular VFL Umpire and officiated in two VFL 
Grand Finals. As there was no trial by video in 
those days, Glenn was given the job of taking out 
Wayne Closter at the opening bounce! He did this 
to perfection and Wayne was useless for the first 3 
quarters! At ¾ time the scores were level! Wayne 
finally came good and kicked 5 goals in the last 
quarter and 2AOD got home. Wayne and Glenn 
laugh about it now whenever they see each other but 
Wayne was not impressed at the time!

In 1970, the 2nd Premiership was won by 2AOD. 
They beat 5 Company RAASC in the Grand Final. 
We are not sure who won the other or if there was 
one! This team was captained by John Huggins 
(whose son is now married to the daughter of 
Steve Costelow a premiership player in the 2nd 
1968 2AOD premiership team). This team included 
Bill Thompson who played with Essendon (VFL), 
Williamstown & Dandenong (VFA) and was a Liston 
Trophy winner in the VFA. Some other stars were 

1969

1970

2AOD VFL Premiers June 1968 Vung Tau
Back row from left: Ken Mountford, John Watkins, Andrew Cranston, John Bell & Geoff Walls
Middle row from left: Kevin Back, Colin Ryles, Mick O’Connor, Ron Lalor, John Cooper & Mick Miller
Front row from left: Dick Parr, Tom Perks, Ian Waddell, Bob McKenna, Terry Fogarty, Dick Johnstone & Terry Bennett
Photo by John Barker



Peter Maloney, Frank Reynders and many others. 
Greg Perry who played with Essendon played with 
the 110 Signals team that year. Interestingly Greg 
and I played cricket together at Stawell (Victoria) in 
the summer of 1965-66  before I was called up for 
National Service in July 1966. Greg was a tear away 
opening bowler and I was the wicketkeeper and 
opening batsman!

We believe there was only one premiership played 
for in 1971 in which 2AOD, captain/coached by 
Bill Thompson, beat 110 Signals in the Grand Final. 
110 Sigs was captain/coached by Greg Perry. Greg 
however won the competition Best and Fairest with 
Bill runner up! That we understand was the last VFL 
Grand Final played in Vietnam! Bill and Greg are 
both great mates now and always attend Essendon 
Past Players functions together.

Units that competed in the competition over those 
years were:

• 2 Composite Ordnance Depot 
    (1967 - changed name to 2AOD in 1968)
• 2AOD (2nd Advanced Ordnance Depot)
• 17 Construction Squadron (Engineers)
•  1 Field Hospital/8 Field Ambulance  
     (Australian Army Hospital)

1971

LORD MAYORS OVAL: 
Now the Vung Tau Greyhound 
Track and home to the 
ANZAC Friendship match.
Photo: Laurie Hawkins, 1967

•  RAAF
•  5 Company RAASC
•  102 Field Workshops (Engineers)
•  110 Signals

There may have been other units for some seasons 
as well.

The standard of football in the Vietnam Football 
League was very high. This was mostly due to the 
high quality of the “Nashos” drafted into the army! 
The competition was fierce! Rivalry between units 
was intense!

As for the author, I was a “Nasho” who served in 
Vietnam. I played in the 2 Composite Ordnance 
team in 2nd half of 1967 and in the 2AOD team in 
the first half of 1968. I returned to Australia on the 
eve of the first final and thus missed playing in the 
first premiership of 1968!

I have a strong connection with Vietnam as my 
wife (I met Sinh in 2002 and married her 2005) is 
Vietnamese. She worked in the Orderly Room at the 
Peter Badcoe Club for the Australian Army on the 
Back Beach of Vung Tau from 1968 to 1972.

Stan Middleton
Melbourne, Australia



VUNG TAU

During 14th and 15th centuries, the cape that would 
become Vung Tau was an area which European 
trading ships visited regularly. The ships’ activities 
inspired the name Vung Tau, which means “ship’s 
bay” or “anchorage” in Vietnamese. Portuguese 
navigators who passed Vung Tau many times 
named it Sant’Iago after Saint James. The French, 
who invaded and took over Vietnam in the mid-19th 
century named it Cap Saint Jacques (Cape St. James.) 
The cliff of Vung Tau is now called Mui Nghinh 
Phong (literally means “Cape of greeting the wind”).

A popular escape from the city for expats and locals 
alike,   Vung Tau rocks at weekends when HCMC 
exiles descend in numbers, but it is relatively quiet 

during the week. Vung Tau’s beaches have been a 
favourite of the Saigonese since French colonists first 
began coming here around 1890. 

It’s changed a bit since then and is now big and brash 
& beautiful. While in Vung Tau be sure to check 
out the 1910 Lighthouse which boasts spectacular 
360-degree views & the highest Jesus statue in the 
world at 32m, a good 6m taller than His illustrious 
Brazilian cousin. 

After you can wash away any stress at the lovely 
Vung Tau beaches before heading out to one of the 
many bars and restaurants in the area.



CON DAO ISLANDS

Isolated from the mainland, the Con Dao 
Islands are one of the star attractions in Vietnam.  
This place is now turning heads thanks to its 
striking natural beauty. Con Son, the largest of this 
chain of 15 islands and islets, is ringed with lovely 
beaches, coral reefs and scenic bays, and remains 
partially covered in thick forests. In addition to 
hiking, diving and exploring empty coastal roads 
and deserted beaches, there are some excellent 
wildlife-watching opportunities. 

Roughly 80% of the land area in the island chain 
is part of Con Dao National Park, which protects 
Vietnam’s most important sea turtle nesting 

grounds. Con Dao is one of those rare places in 
Vietnam where there are very few structures over 
two storeys, and where the visitor experience is 
almost hassle-free. 

However, travellers are discovering the islands 
and numbers are on the rise, so it is only a matter 
of time before these little islands become a big 
attraction. The arrival of the super-luxurious hotels 
is a sign of the times and puts Con Dao on the map 
for the international jet-set. Watch this space.

To find out more call the Vung Tau Tourist hotline 
064.3856 445



ALL STARS AND LEGENDS

After a couple of successful ANZAC 
Friendship Matches, it became obvious 
that there was an untapped pool of talent 
just itching to run onto the Lord Mayor’s 
Dog Track. These football fans, for one 
reason or another, weren’t playing in the 
International Match starting at 2pmish 
(depending on the length of the speeches 
& national anthems), but knew they had 
something to contribute to the day.

So, it was decided to harness the energy 
and talent of these erstwhile champions. 
They were offered the opportunity to play 
during the stillest hottest part of the day 
while everyone else was enjoying lunch 
and cold drinks.

yES yES yES was the unanimous response, 
and the LEGENDS versus ALL STARS 
juggernaut was born.

Out of this feature match have come 
special moments like brothers colliding, 
fill-ins taking speccies, bean counters 
kicking goals and females dominating 
at Centre Half Forward.  Coaching the 
LegStars Match has to be the highlight 
of any footy tragic’s CV because these 
gals & guys actually listen to, and try to 
implement, their coaches’ instructions!

Everybody who is part of the LEGENDS 
versus ALL STARS match is an integral 
part of the ANZAC Friendship weekend 
being a successful celebration of cross-
cultural understanding through the 
platform of Australian Rules Football.

Michael ‘MJ’ Johnston



Expat travel service
Great contract rates on 
hotels
Military History tours by 
veterans for veterans.
Incoming arrangements - 
family, friends, business 
partners.
Meetings/conferences
Weddings
School groups
Short breaks
Motorbike tours

www.wideeyedtours.com
For enquiries contact:
info@wideeyedtours.com
Follow us at:
facebook.com/wideeyedtours

We love FOOTY at Wide 
Eyed Tours.  We may have 
lived here for 12 years, but 
we’ve been behind the 
Swans since the beginning.
We know footy fans so let us 
take care of your travel 
arrangements for Vietnam, 
Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar 
and Thailand. Flights, hotels, 
even where to watch the 
game with a stubby or 
two...

Tours and activities

Great value hotels

Flights and transfers

Dedicated sales team



The Saigon Gaels Ladies Football team 
is the newest team in Vietnam. We were 
set up in November 2013 and have been 
growing ever since. Irish Gaelic football is 

played in many of the countries around the world and 
is quite similar to Australian footy. 

The goal for the Gaels this season is to compete in 
the South East Asian games in May and the All Asian 
games in September. 

Good news… in the middle of March, we started our 
campaign with a win against Hanoi. All the training 
has paid off! The Gaels would not be in the position 
they are in if it wasn’t for the support from the Swans.

 They have taken us under their Swannie wing and 
have been so encouraging from the word GO. The 

Swans and the Gaels have formed a special bond in 
the last few months, a bond that has now become a 
part of our lives. 

They have got us involved in many events; playing 
AFL 9’s games (which we have enjoyed immensely), 
the boot camp training weekend in Vung Tau and a 
few great nights of socializing in Saigon. On behalf of 
all the girls on the team, a massive thank you to Josh 
and the Swans for all they have done for us. 

yours in Sport, 

Siobhan Synnott 
Ladies Captain

SAIGON GAELS



Vuong
RMIT Student and Proud Swan
While Australian Footy has been played across 
Asia for decades, for the most part it’s been 
a predominantly expat exercise. There has 
been mild bemusement from the local Asian’s 
when coming across those ‘crazy Aussies’ 
playing their strange game. However, the past 
few years have seen a noticeable increase 
in interest from Asian players.  It’s now a 
common site to see local born and bred players 
taking to the field in AFL Asia games. Here in 
Vietnam the Swan’s have developed a small but 
committed group of Vietnamese nationals who 
have not only picked up the game but become 
integral parts of the club. Leading this is 
Vuong, an RMIT HCMC student who has been a 
Swannie for a few years now and has impressed 
his team-mates with how he has adjusted to 
the Australian game and his commitment to 
the club.  We thought we’d get his thoughts on 
discovering Aussie Rules from a Vietnamese 
perspective.

How did you originally find out about the Vietnam 
Swans?
I joined the club from an invitation from my friend, 
and I also saw the club’s training days at RMIT on the 
weekend.

When you first saw the game what were your 
thoughts?  
Impressive and difficult were my first thoughts, the 
rules and styles are totally different to familiar sports 
in Vietnam.  I was sure that this kind of sport will 
require much more physical strengths compared to 
Soccer.

What have been the best parts about playing footy 
with the Swans?
Every parts of footy has been good to me! I don’t 
really consider which one is the best because I am 
enjoying myself so much out there!

Have there been any difficult parts?
Absolutely! I had trouble in the first few months with 
kicking and understanding the rules, moreover, the 
ball’s design drove me nuts but my teammates helped 
improve my skills and understanding.

Now that you have experience in the game, how do 
you think we could get more Vietnamese players to 
try and enjoy the game?
The most important thing I could suggest here is 
Vietnam Swans must show the culture and friendly 
environment to Vietnamese people. I also asked RMIT 
students to come out but they said it is new to the 
culture and team members are too tall and strong, 
they were afraid that they could not play well even 
though the passion was already there.

On our Jakarta tour 2 weeks ago we saw a match 
between the Indonesian Garudas (2 fully Indonesian 
teams preparing to go to Melbourne and play in 
the International Cup later this year). Do you think 
Vietnam could reach the level where we could have 
an entirely Vietnamese Australian Football team?
I can’t assure you that whether or not it would 
be possible to form a team comprising entirely 
Vietnamese people. RMIT Vietnam is ready to support 
the team if we get more than 12 students involved. 
However, I strongly believe that we could operate an 
entirely Vietnamese Australian Football team when 
we effectively communicate the best parts about 
Australian culture as well as the footy in the future. 

What are your goals for Australian football in the 
future? 
Keep improving my skills and be more friendly with 
my teammates. I’m also looking forward to joining 
with the team in the games with other ASEAN footy 
clubs during the season to gain more experience.



In this the year of the horse, the Saigon Colts were officially born marking the third year of the Auskick program 
in Saigon.
 
From humble beginnings The Saigon Colts now have almost 50 girls and boys, ranging in ages from 5 to 12, 
participating each weekend. We also have more than half a dozen parents assisting coaches Mark and Kev.
 
Every Saturday morning families from all nationalities (some clearly confused as to what’s going on) gather at 
the Australian School to watch their kids learn Australia’s signature sport in the Saigon heat.
 
The Colts are building up to what we hope will be the first ever Auskick tournament in Singapore later in the year 
and by the looks of the promising talent we have, we can expect to put in a fine performance.
 
If your kids are interested in participating, please contact Kev at saigoncolts@gmail.com

SAIGON COLTS





When I first met Phil Johns the 
President of the Vietnam Swans 
Aussie Rules Football team in 
December 2013 writing this song 

was not even on the radar. I listened intently as he 
passionately explained to me how he and his fellow 
Vietnam Swans committee members had crossed 
diplomatic social and cultural boundaries in their 
quest to not only promote Aussie Rules Football but 
also to unite three nations that just over forty years 
ago were at war.

He told me how the Vietnam Swans consisted 
mainly of Aussie ex Pats who lived and worked 
in Vietnam and that they regularly played games 
against other Asian Aussie ex Pat teams, and that 
the most significant game the Vietnam Swans 
played every year was in Vung Tau, Southern 
Vietnam on ANZAC day. I knew Vung Tau well a 
small coastal town where I once lived and worked 
for three years and probably of greater significance 
it was once the base for the Australian Logistics 
during the Vietnam War and where Aussie Rules 
was first played in Vietnam.

It was in 1967 when Pte John Heaney, a Nasho 
with the first Transport Platoon RAASC was 
given two choices by his CO, as punishment for 
a misdemeanour. One was to organise a game 
of Aussie Rules, the other was detention, and 
naturally he chose the Aussie Rules game. After 
that first game, a full scale competition was soon 
ongoing between the various Australian units 
stationed in Vietnam and continued until 1971.The 

games were played at the aptly nicknamed ‘Lord 
Mayors Oval’ which is now called the Vung Tau 
Greyhound Track.

The ANZAC ‘friendship game’ as it has now 
become known has been growing in popularity 
over recent years and many of the aging Vietnam 
Vets are aware of the event with some actually 
making the trip from Australia and New Zealand to 
attend the game and ceremonies which includes a 
visit to Long Tan. Of great significance is that each 
player in the ‘friendship game’ wears two black 
armbands to honour the fallen from both sides.
Every year the ‘friendship game’ unites the worlds 
of Vietnam, Australia & New Zealand and is 
now the flagship for a program that benefits the 
health and well being of Vietnamese children by 
proactively supporting the Vung Tau Orphanage, 
Swim Vietnam and Water Safety Vietnam.
I believe there was some degree of fate in the 
meeting I had with Phil Johns because after our 
meeting I was well and truly inspired to write and 
record the song ‘Forever We Will Run’ which tells 
the story of Aussie Rules in Vietnam and captures 
the spirit of the past and the hope for the future.
The song was recorded in Rocket Studios, Sydney 
and produced by David Holmes and the lead 
vocals sung by my fellow Mesa Band member Steve 
Spouse.

So in the words of the song - ‘Forever We Will Run’
.
David Morgan
February 2014

We will run
The song



Western and Vietnamese Restaurant.
Coldest beer in town.

Open 7am til late.

Large upstairs Sports Bar.
Huge collection of Sports Memorabilia.

Catering for all International Sport.

Tommy’s 3 Restaurant & Bar
3 Le Ngoc Han Str., Ward 1

Vung Tau City, Vietnam

Proud supporters of the Vietnam Swans

Catering for Functions & Parties.
Live band, Friday & Saturday.

Friendly and helpful staff.



Centre for the Protection of Children 
Vung Tau and Long Hai

Trung Tam Bao Tre Em Vung Tau and Long 
Hai (Centre for Protection of Children) 
cares for orphaned and abandoned 
children in Pham Boi Chau in Vung 

Tau hence P Centre with a much larger new centre 
being built at Ngo Quyen (PCentre). The old N Centre 
accommodated the teenaged children whileP Centre 
has been home to the babies and younger children. 
The older children have been relocated in P Centre 
while the new home for all of them is being built with 
completion due at the end of this year. 

Construction at the new centre at Ngo Quyen is 
progressing well and it is planned to move all children 
early next year. When this happens there will be a 
great need for furniture, bedding, kitchen equipment 
etc. when the current P Centre in town is vacant the 
plan is to clean it out thoroughly, repair some of the 
roof, paint throughout an set up for use as a drop in 
and vocational centre for street kids of Vung Tau. 
This project will need lots of willing volunteers and 
hopefully access to cheap materials such as paint and 
roofing material.

Our Long Hai school is a great story but needs so 
much support to keep it running. They receive no 
government funding. In the few short years it has 
been going so much has been achieved. The children 
are much more disciplined, proud to wear a uniform 

(made by their sewing class) and happy to be at school 
and are learning well. Boys are learning motorcycle 
repair in a workshop built and equipped by donation, 
girls are being trained in hair and nails min their own 
salon. They shampoo and cut hair of all students. 
A sewing class is very popular and apart from all 
school uniforms they are learning skills that will be 
invaluable when they need to leave school. Hopefully 
with the tools they are given they will be in a position 
to earn more than the would without this education an 
vocational training.

The next step to take the agent orange disabled 
children as residents is currently impossible due to 
lack of funds to pay nurses and support staff. We hope 
that some generous philanthropist will find us one 
day and all our prayers  would be answered! Pigs have 
been known to fly. There is a bit going on but suffice 
to say whatever help is offered is most gratefully and 
graciously accepted no matter how big or small it may 
be.

Some of the children from P Centre will be at the 
match to help sing the Vietnamese National Anthem.

Money raised from the ANZAC Friendship Match 
will be donated to the Vung Tau Orphanage and 
Swim Vietnam.



Swim Vietnam
Drowning is the largest cause of death in 

children over the age of one in Vietnam. 
Vietnam Ministry of Health statistics 
state that at least 10 children drown here 

every day. Many of these lives could have been saved 
if the children knew how to swim. It is described as the 
“silent epidemic” by many international aid agencies 
(e.g. uNICEF, TASC) who estimate that the true figure 
could be as high as 30 per day.

Swim Vietnam is a charity based in Central Vietnam, 
which provides free swimming and water safety 
lessons to children and trains adults as swim teachers. 
Our mission is to reduce the incidence of drowning in 
Vietnam by providing high quality swim coaching 
to Vietnamese children. To teach them basic water 
safety techniques that could help save their lives and 
to promote general water safety issues in Vietnam. To 
give local people the required skills to teach swimming 
and water safety. 

There is solid scientific evidence that shows that 
programs of this kind can reduce drowning amongst 
children by up to 90 per cent when compared to 
children who don’t get the lessons. 

We have successfully taught over 4,000 children 
swimming and water safety techniques and trained 
90 swim teachers. We operate four swimming pools 
and aim to open one more for which we are currently 
fundraising.

Swim Vietnam was started in 2008 in response to 
the shockingly high drowning rates in Vietnam, 
particularly amongst children.  It started with just 
two foreign volunteers and one local teacher who 
had been trained as a swimming teacher in the army.  
Swim classes were held in a local hotel which had a 
swimming pool. A partnership was started with the 
local Education Department to coordinate the children 
coming to swim lessons.  300 children successfully 
completed the program in its first year.

In the five years since its inception the program 
has grown steadily. Last year we taught over 1,500 
children to swim and we are on track to teach over 
3,500 in 2013.  

One of our main aims has been to train the local 
people as swim teachers to eventually enable the 
program to be operated by the local community. Three 

AuSTSWIM (the Australian National Organisation of 
Swim Teachers) courses have been run training 90 
swim teachers.  We also focus on “train the trainer” 
programs.  Two of our senior teachers will complete 
their training as AuSTSWIM presenters this year.  
Therefore all our future teacher training courses will 
be presented in Vietnamese by Vietnamese trainers, 
rather than via a translator as has been the case 
previously.  These will be the first two Vietnamese 
AuSTSWIM presenters in the world. They will also be 
able to travel to anywhere in Vietnam to train swim 
teachers in any other areas where they are needed.

We continue to work in close partnership with the 
local government.  When Swim Vietnam starts a new 
swimming venue in a rural area, the local government 
contributes at least half the start up costs.  They 
provide the necessary infrastructure for the swimming 
venue as well as liaising with all the schools in the area 
to arrange for the children to attend swim classes.  
Therefore our projects are true partnerships with the 
local community.

Our goal is to start survival swimming programs all 
over Quang Nam Province in Central Vietnam.  We 
also aim to provide a model for local communities to 
start their own high quality programs across Vietnam 
and to help give them with the necessary training and 
skills to do so.  

To get involved or to donate please visit our website 
www.swimvietnam.  

Jo Stewart
Hoi An, Vietnam





Cheer, cheer the red, black and white
Asian kings of footy by day and by night

Proud to play for Vietnam
The strongest of teams all over the land

Whether we’re from the south or the north
We strike hard as we’re going forth

Listen to those horns a’ honking
C’mon you good Swannies!





National Committee

National President: Joshua Lee
National Treasurer: Rowan Luke
National Secretary: Ross Munn
Hanoi President: Dan Hopkins
National/Saigon Coach: Andy Glendinning
Hanoi Coach: David Skowronski
National Captain: Billy Crang

Saigon Committee
Ross McRae
Angus McEwin
Nick Shields
Mark Stennett
Kevin Hornblower
Kyle Hackenberg
Jamie Rossall
Tim Clements
Dan Morrison

Hanoi Committee
President: Dan Hopkins
Treasurer: Zach Iaali
Secretary: Alex Leonard
Social Director: John Shoulders

The Vietnam Swans would like to thank Ross 
McRae from Ross McRae Design for the work in 
putting together this record.
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ANZAC Record design  & Layout: 
Ross McRae - rossmcraedesign@gmail.com
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OWN AN INVESTMENT
PROPERTY HERE
FOR JUST $100
PER WEEK!

Own an investment property just 7 km from
Melbourne’s CBD for less than $100 per 
week*.Based on the 30 year average Capital 
City growth rate of 8.4% per annum, your 
property would double in value in under 10 
years! And over a 5 year period you could 
amass approx. $75,000 in Australian tax 
credits.  Australia really is the lucky
Country, even the taxman contributes to 
your financial security. Expat Property 
Planners show how easy it is to own a 3 
property investment portfolio in just 10 
years. 

$100 per week* based on current interest rate of 5.20%

www.expatpropertyplanners.com.au I info@expatpropertyplanners.com.au

Only 7 kilometres from Melborne’s CBD


